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Original Article
A large amount of literature on nutrition in public schools exists. 6 Kubic et al reported on the dietary practices of alternative high schools in Minnesota. 7 However, they did not specifically name any Islamic schools in their data. A MEDLINE search of lunch programs in Islamic schools revealed no publications.
A survey was initiated due to the lack of information about this important aspect of child development in Islamic schools. The data gathered was used to develop recommendations based on nationally recommended guidelines.
M Ma at te er ri ia al ls s a an nd d M Me et th ho od ds s
A MEDLINE search of the literature for data on nutritional guidelines for children, school lunch programs, culture of healthful eating, and funding for school lunch programs was performed. A survey questionnaire (Appendix 1) was mailed to all the Islamic schools in the United States whose addresses were found on the Internet. 8 The survey letter was mailed to 100 schools, and 48 schools responded. Fifty-eight percent of the schools surveyed serve lunch. Forty-eight percent of schools serving lunch have a set menu. Only 24 percent of schools serving lunch follow USDA-recommended guidelines.
Of the schools that do not serve lunch, 46 percent provide guidelines for parents to follow. Twenty-one percent of schools that serve lunch have received advice from dietitians regarding meal planning. All but two schools providing lunch served both American and ethnic food. Only four schools provided a copy of their lunch menu. An overwhelming majority, 87 percent, was interested in receiving recommendations for a nutritionally balanced lunch menu created by a dietitian. In response, IMANA and MIDAN have developed the guidelines in Appendix 2, which describes the basic requirements for school lunches based on the National School Lunch Program. [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] Although many students who attend Islamic schools in the United States may be comfortable consuming typical American foods, some schools may prefer offering ethnic food choices to students. Based on the current national guidelines, MIDAN created sample menu for both American and ethnic foods (Appendix 3). In addition to dairy foods, these suggestions can be used to meet the Minimum Nutritional Requirements for School Lunches (Appendix 2).
D Di is sc cu us ss si io on n
Lunch provides approximately 30 percent of the daily caloric needs of school-age children. Islamic schools have an excellent opportunity to nourish children's bodies and minds while following the principles of Islam. It also is the ideal place to teach children healthful dietary habits, including consuming nutritious foods and avoiding junk foods. Proper Islamic etiquettes, including supplication prior to eating and sanitary measures such as hand washing, can also be taught in this setting.
Islam recognized the importance of a balanced diet hundreds of years before scientific research noted its relevance. The Qur'an says:
Eat of what is lawful and wholesome on the earth. 14 Eat of the good things which we have provided for you. 15 A hadith of the Prophet Muhammad ‫ﷺ‬ illustrates the importance of whole grains over refined flour:
Umm Ayman once refined flour to bake bread for the Prophet ‫.ﷺ‬ He asked her what she was doing, and she replied: "This is a type of food which we used to make back home, and I thought of baking it for you." The Messenger ‫ﷺ‬ said, "Put it (the bran) back in, then make the dough." 16, 17 The USDA and HHS issue national guidelines for diet and nutrition every five years based on the latest scientific evidence. The Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2010, is a prerequisite for the federal nutritional assistance program. 18 The nutrient standards for healthful school meals specify target goals for key nutrients for different groups of children. Foods that naturally contain these nutrients also typically contain other essential nutrients not specified in the nutrient standards. Nutrition requirements target goals for school lunches to provide one-third of the recommended dietary allowances of protein, vitamin A, vitamin C, iron, calcium, and calories. The fat content in lunches must meet the applicable recommendations of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, which states that total fat intake is kept from 30 to 35 percent of calories for children 2 to 3 years of age and from 25 to 35 percent of calories for children and adolescents 4 to 18 years of age, with calories from saturated fat less than 10 percent. It is recommended that most fats come from polyunsaturated and monounsaturated fatty acid sources, such as fish, nuts, and vegetable oils. Trans fatty acid consumption should be kept as low as possible by limiting foods that contain synthetic sources of trans fats, such as partially hydrogenated oils, and by limiting other solid fats. Oils should replace solid fats where possible. 18 Children and adolescents are also encouraged to consume wholegrain products often. At least half the grains served should be whole grains. Whole-grain wheat, corn, oats, and brown rice provide fiber and other nutrients. Foods made from grains are naturally low in fat unless fat is added during processing or as an ingredient in a recipe. Substituting whole grains for refined grains in foods such as bread, tortillas, taco shells, and breakfast cereals is an easy way to increase fiber in the menus. The consumption of foods that contain refined grains, especially those containing solid fats, added sugars, and sodium, should be limited.
Vegetables are a key part of a daily diet and provide vitamins, minerals, and fiber. Most are low in fat and calories, while also filling. A variety of vegetables are important because different vegetables are rich in different nutrients. Weekly intake of specific amounts from each vegetable subgroup (dark green, orange, legumes [dry beans], starchy, and other vegetables) is recommended for adequate nutrient intake. To help meet this recommendation, schools should offer more:
• Fruits, which are good sources of potassium, fiber, vitamin C, and folic acid; are naturally low in fat, sodium, and calories; and have no cholesterol. To help ensure adequate fiber intake, fruits (fresh, frozen, canned, dried) rather than fruit juice are recommended for most of the fruit servings. For most children and adolescents, intake of 100 percent fruit juice is not associated with weight gain. However, limited evidence suggests that increased intake of 100 percent juice has been associated with higher body weight in children and adolescents who are already overweight or obese. 18 • Sugar-sweetened beverages provide excess calories and few essential nutrients to the diet, and should not be offered by schools. Recent data reveals that children and adolescents who consume more sugar-sweetened beverages have higher weight compared to those who drink less. 18 Milk products and fortified soy beverages are calcium-rich foods and provide protein and other vitamins that are key to growth and development. Children 2 to 8 years should consume two cups per day of fat-free or low-fat milk or equivalent milk products, while children 9 years of age and older should consume three cups per day of fat-free or low-fat milk or equivalent milk products.
• Lean meat, poultry, seafood, dry beans or peas, eggs, soy products, unsalted nuts, and seeds are protein rich foods. Fish, nuts, and seeds help to provide healthful oils within the diet. Varying choices of protein sources daily can help limit excess saturated fat and cholesterol. In order to meet these guidelines, schools should offer a variety of fruits and vegetables as well as foods with good sources of protein. Attention should also be given to proper serving sizes.
C Cu ul lt tu ur re e o of f H He ea al lt th hf fu ul l E Ea at ti in ng g The school environment is a good place to instill the culture of consuming healthful foods and avoiding junk foods, which are also known as foods of minimal nutritional value (FMNV). 19 The USDA defines FMNV as foods that provide less than 5 percent of the United States Recommended Daily Allowance (USRDA) for each of the eight specified nutrients per 100 calories and less than 5 percent of the USRDA for each of eight specified nutrients per serving. The eight specified nutrients to be evaluated are protein, vitamin A, vitamin C (ascorbic acid), niacin, riboflavin, thiamin, calcium, and iron.
USDA has identified four categories of food items that are considered to be FMNV:
1. Soda water: Any carbonated beverage. No product shall be excluded from this definition because it contains discrete nutrients added to the food such as vitamins, minerals and protein.
2. Water ices: Any frozen, sweetened water such as popsicles and flavored ice with the exception of products that contain fruit or fruit juice.
3. Chewing gum: Any flavored products from natural/synthetic gums and other ingredients that form an insoluble mass for chewing. Although federal regulations prohibiting the sale and advertisement of FMNV are currently being considered, the USDA and World Health Organization (WHO) both recommend banning all FMNV in schools. A 2010 University of Nebraska-Lincoln study reported that eliminating junk foods from lunch a la carte lines produced an 18-percent reduction in student obesity. 20 Parents should also be encouraged to not include these foods in their child's packed lunches as well.
Schools should establish written nutrition policies detailing appropriate and acceptable foods for students, as well as foods that are prohibited from being consumed on campus. Parents must be notified of these policies to assist in their implementation. A sample policy statement (Appendix 4) and listing of appropriate and inappropriate food and drinks for such a policy adapted from Brighter Horizons Academy Nutrition Policy is provided (Appendix 5).
F Fu un nd di in ng g f fo or r I Is sl la am mi ic c S Sc ch ho oo ol l L Lu un nc ch h P Pr ro og gr ra am ms s The cost of quality ingredients and the equipment used to prepare meals can limit Islamic schools' ability to implement current guidelines. Various sources of funding are available to schools; however, some may be restricted by eligibility requirements.
Most schools throughout the United States participate in the National School Lunch Program, a federally assisted meal program operating in public and nonprofit private schools and residential child-care institutions. Schools that participate in the National School Lunch Program must provide nutritionally balanced, reduced-cost, or free lunches to eligible students each school day. Students from low-income families who are at or below 130 percent of the federal poverty guidelines are eligible for free meals. Those between 130-185 percent of the federal poverty guidelines are eligible for a reduced price. 9 Schools receive a reimbursement for every meal provided. Reimbursement of meal costs provides schools financial assistance in their lunch programs. Schools also have the opportunity to apply for federal grants that provide additional funding for their lunch program.
Grants are also available to schools regardless of participation in the National School Lunch Program. These grants are intended to help schools focus on a specific area of their lunch program, such as increasing menu options that are more healthful or improving lunch service equipment.
The availability of funding for Islamic school lunch programs can vary based on many factors, including the percentage of students from lowincome households, the total number of meals prepared daily, and the ability of schools to implement local and federal guidelines when preparing and serving meals on site.
Information on funding for school lunch programs can be found at the following web sites:
• http://healthymeals.nal.usda.gov • http://www.healthyeatingresearch.org • http://www.loveyourveggies.com/ school_ grants.php C Co on nc cl lu us si io on n The school food environment provides an important and feasible opportunity to improve children's diets and health behavior. 21 By encouraging Islamic schools to implement the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2010, IMANA seeks to improve the health and success of Muslim children. Due to the diverse ethnic background of Islamic school students, consideration must be given to cultural food preferences while still providing a diet rich with fruits, vegetables, whole grains, lean protein, and low in fat. Funding for school lunch programs is available by participation in the National School Lunch Program or by applying for grants. Studies have shown that schools, both public and private, can play a vital role in influencing the dietary habits of students. 22 Key factors include eliminating foods of minimal nutritional value served during school lunch and educating parents on providing healthful home-packed lunches. However, offering nutritious foods may be even more effective when coupled with nutrition education and strong school wellness policies. 23 By educating children and parents, Islamic schools can create a healthier future for the nation's Muslims. school-based healthy eating intervention on overall food and nutrient intake in minority, low socioeconomic status middle school children. A Ap pp pe en nd di ix x 4 4: : N Nu ut tr ri it ti io on n P Po ol li ic cy y S St ta at te em me en nt t S Su ug gg ge es st ti io on ns s
• Follow USDA guidelines for school lunches.
• Cafeteria should maintain a clean atmosphere and provide hand-washing stations.
• Adequate time should be allowed for students to receive and consume meals, with a minimum of 20 minutes for lunch.
• Whenever possible, physical activity and recess should be scheduled before lunch.
• Packed lunches from home must comply with the guidelines. Parents shall provide a healthful and nutritious packed lunch for their child, which may not contain any FMNV or consist of candy, chips or dessert type items (cookies, cakes, cupcakes, pudding, ice cream or frozen desserts, etc). Any items not in compliances will be confiscated and parents will be notified. • Do not serve or provide access to FMNV at any time anywhere on school premises, including school lunch program and snack tables, until the end of the last scheduled class and/or after school activity. Wordings such as "drinks," "cocktails," "coolers," "all natural'" does not necessarily mean 100 percent juice eg. Capri Sun, nor does it preclude the addition of high fructose corn syrup.
A Ap pp pe en nd di ix x 5 5b b: : S Sn na ac ck ks s This involves cookies, crackers, chips, nuts, and bars. The aim is to reduce high fat and high sugar foods as recommended by the daily nutrition guidelines. 
